ABLE Module #5

Collections and Library Services


Teaching Aid – Library Services #3

Tips for Teen Programming

Quick & Easy Ideas

If

· You want teens to see there is a place for them in the library...& 
· You need something quick and easy...or 

· You want to supplement other activities you're planning... 

Then

· Print lists and/or bookmarks of recommended books or websites. Hand them out at the circulation desk, have them on display next to the computers, and stick them in books you recommend.

· Create a display with a horror, mystery, and or graphic novel theme. Place it or mini-displays in places the teens visit (computer area, YA shelves).

· Point to the Teens' Top Ten Book List from your homepage. Print out the list of nominated titles or winners and post it in your young adult or computer area.

Ideas to Set up & Go

If

· You have some teen activity in your library: see teens after school, etc...& 

· You have time to do some planning and preparation, but need activities that don't require a lot of staff time after planning...&
· Are interested in activities that aren't dependent on a group of teens showing up for a one shot program... 

Then

· Offer a wallet-sized Frequent Reader's Card. Punch a hole in the card for library books returned on time, showing the librarian a cool website, reading for a certain amount of time (books, magazines, online stories) or number of books, etc. When card is all punched out, it can be redeemed for a small prize and entered in a raffle for a larger prize. Consider holding the raffle during Teen Read Week. 

· Sign up to participate in YALSA's Teens' Top Ten and vote for the Top Ten Books.

· Collaborate with a teen or two to create a survey. Opinions, opinions! It could focus on the upcoming election, favorite books, movies, websites, whatever is of interest.  Distribute it around town.  When teens fill it in, give them a raffle ticket.  (Or use the survey as the ticket).  Pull the winning raffle ticket during Teen Read Week. 

· I dare you to read: Create a bulletin board (physical or virtual) for teens to recommend books for each other. Offer them a Review Form when they check out a book. (To take this idea further, make it into a review journal or online.) 

· Invite a teen or members of a high school club to read to a regularly scheduled preschool storytime.

Event Ideas

If

· You have strong teen participation in the library, a Teen Advisory Board (TAB) http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/tags/tagsresources/tagsresources.htm#Resources or Junior Friends of the Library: or... 

· You plan to team up with a class, school, club, or youth agency &... 

· You have the time and resources to devote to planning a teen event at the library &...

· You can collaborate with teens to help create, run, decorate, etc... 

Then

· Hold a bake sale in the library. A natural for a club or TAB. Sell the goodies at the library on the day that is typically the week's busiest. Work with the teens to figure out what the money will go toward. This could be a good fundraiser for the YA collections, either books (including graphic novels), magazines, or DVDs.
· "Meet the Team" - Invite a popular college or high school sports team to the library for an afternoon. The team can do a special sports storytime, sign autographs, pose for photos, hold a mini sports clinic outside.  Be specific about what you need the team to do (i.e., choose books for them if they are reading aloud) and get firm commitments from the team members who will be coming to the library. An event like this empowers teens to be included on the stage and in the audience. 

· Invite the local police to do a forensics investigation demonstration at the library. Or invite a veterinarian, hairstylist, etc.

· Tie into a TV show: Offer a "Fear Factor" event. You may not have a specially designed helmet that holds 20 gallons of water and 5 moray eels, like NBC has on the show, but you can probably come up with other feats to gross out the contestants in your library. Ask a few teens to help you plan some "library appropriate" gross out challenges and hold a contest at the library: Eating liver, reading a sappy love poem, singing the theme from Barney.  Pair people up and have a toilet paper mummy wrap challenge.  Contestants can compete as a team or individually. Take pictures, get parental consent, and have a blast!

Tips for increasing teen participation:

· Involve teens in the planning process. It can be much easier to ask them what they would like and to bounce your ideas off of them than to guess what teens want from the library. They are told where to go and what to do A LOT. Teens have great ideas and are much more likely to be invested in the library if they have a voice there. It may take more time initially to set up a process that works for both you and the teens, but it will be worth it in the end when you have a great program AND a real connection with the teens in your library. 
· Schedule events when teens can come. Find out when big school or community events that attract teens are going to be held and don't compete with them. Likewise with sports, lessons, and clubs.
· Connect with a class, club, or youth agency to help with or attend a program; you'll have a built-in audience and be laying the groundwork for future collaborations. This could be as simple as inviting an Art Club to do a Winter Display in the children's room.
· Promotion, promotion, promotion! Don't be satisfied with fliers in the library and at school. Find out where the teens are and how they communicate in your community. Publicity is what you create to advertise your library services - a flier, a website. Promotion is getting your publicity into the right hands and seen by the right eyes. Word of mouth, e-mail, etc.
· Have fun! Here's a chance to be a little whacky and maybe learn how to wrap a toilet paper mummy.  Be invested in the teen services your library offers.
· Team up with ALA for Teen Read Week: http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/teenreading.htm and Teens Top Ten: http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/teenstopten/teenstopten.htm.
· Check out the See YA Around website for ideas: http://www.cplrmh.com/.
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