ABLE Module #5

Collections and Library Services


Teaching Aid – Library Services #2

Hints for Successful Booklists
· Annotate booklists! It makes them much more useful to those unfamiliar with the titles.

· Target bibliography topics by anticipating which subjects will be in the highest (long term) demand. Consider number of requests for topic and school curriculum.

· Choose books that are available in your library or library system. 

· Remember that booklists go out of date and may need to be updated or redone from time to time.

· Deliver the booklist in a format suited to the reader (bookmarks, on the web, via e-mail, booklet)

· Distribute the booklists when and where patrons will find it at the point of need. For example, a short list of books for toddlers at the doctor’s office.

Booklist Resources:

Online Booklists - Youth

· Monroe County Public Library (IN): http://www.monroe.lib.in.us/childrens/booklists/children_booklists.html 

A collection of themed booklists.

· Booklists for Young Adults on the Web: http://www.seemore.mi.org/booklists/
An annotated collection of links to fiction and nonfiction bibliographies, from read-alikes to themes to age-based recommendations.

· ALSC’s Children’s Notable Lists: http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/childrensnotable/Default1888.htm 

Annual lists of notable books, recordings, videos/DVDs, and software for children.

Reader’s Advisory - Adults
· Book Lust (Nancy Pearl): http://www.nancypearl.com/
Browse or search the picks of this veracious reader/librarian. 
· Fiction-L (Morton Grove Public Library, IL): http://www.webrary.org/rs/flmenu.html 

A listserv “devoted to readers’ advisory topics such as book discussions, booktalks, collection development issues, booklists and bibliographies, and a wide variety of other topics of interest to librarians, book discussion leaders, and others with an interest in reader's advisory.”

· If You Like… (Hennepin County Library, MN)

Read-alikes for a variety of genres.

· Fiction: http://www.hclib.org/pub/books/iyl/
· Nonfiction: http://www.hclib.org/pub/books/iyl/ifyoulikeNF.cfm?iPacSession=1 
For additional resources for booklists and readers’ advisory, see Teaching Aid #5, Library Services – Web Resources.
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