ABLE Module #5

Collections and Library Services


Module 5 – Overview – Intellectual Freedom

Learning Objectives:

· Understanding of the roles public librarians play, historically, legally, and philosophically, in protecting the First Amendment rights of freedom of speech and the press.  

· Familiarity with strategies which foster an atmosphere conducive to intellectual freedom.

· Familiarity with important laws pertaining to intellectual freedom.

Talking Points:

Introduction to intellectual freedom

· What conditions are essential for intellectual freedom?

· Intellectual freedom provides a basis for democracy

· Hot intellectual freedom issues today

Banned and challenged materials

· What is censorship?

· Censorship vs. selection

· Expurgation, Labeling, and Ratings Systems – Three examples of possible censorship

· Self-Censorship

· Teaching Aid: Self-Censorship Checklist (NYLA Intellectual Freedom Manual, p. 8)

· What is the difference between banned and challenged materials?

· Teaching Aid #1: Challenged Books and Other Materials FAQ

· Teaching Aid: When the Censor Comes (NYLA Intellectual Freedom Manual, p. 9-10)

· Challenges can be opportunities

· Banned Books Week

Access of patrons to library services

· Examples of restricting access to materials in and provided by the library

· Examples of restricting programs in and provided by library

· Public spaces in library (bulletin boards, meeting rooms, display cases)

· Confidentiality of Borrowers

· Confidentiality vs. Privacy

· Library Policy on juvenile borrower records
Intellectual Freedom and Youth

· Strategies for parents who feel an item is inappropriate for their children

· Children using computers in the library

Filters: Issues for children and adults

· Caveats about filters

· Keeping the dangers of the internet in perspective

· Strategies for encouraging safe internet use

Laws and Statements about Intellectual Freedom

· Statements to include in library policies

· Teaching Aid #3: Statements Affirming Intellectual Freedom
· Required policies for your library

· Teaching Aid #2: Library Board & Intellectual Freedom, Censorship and Privacy
· Teaching Aid: Sample Policies: Intellectual Freedom (NYLA Intellectual Freedom Manual, p. 17-22)
· Relevant laws

· Teaching Aid #4: Laws Relevant to Intellectual Freedom

· Teaching Aid: Intellectual Freedom Checklist (NYLA Intellectual Freedom Manual, p. 6-7)
· Teaching Aid #5: Intellectual Freedom – Web Resources
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