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Selection Criteria

General selection criteria 

· Subject matter: What subjects do you need to collect to build up your collection?

· Construction Quality: Is the item well made and durable? For audio-visual materials, will the items stand up to multiple uses? (DVD vs. VHS; Book on Tape vs. CD)

· Potential Use: What will the demand for the material be? How relevant is the item to the community?

· Relation to the Collection: How will the item strengthen the library's collection? (Will it fill a gap, complement something that's already there, or provide an alternative opinion to what is already covered?) Is there fair coverage of opposing viewpoints?

· Bibliographic Considerations (Authority): What is the reputation of the publisher? What is the reputation and/or significance of the author? What do the book reviews say about the item?

Criteria for Nonfiction 

· Authority. Who is the author, who is the publisher, and what expertise does the author have in the subject matter? 

· Currency. How current is the material? Are there other sources that are more current? Would this book duplicate information in another, already owned source? 

· Scope. What subject area does the source cover? Is it a broad or specific treatment of the subject? 

· Organization. Can you easily find information in the source? Does it have appropriate access points, indexes, and cross-references? 

· Cost. How much does it cost? Are there other comparable sources that are less expensive? 

[adapted from http://www.dlapr.lib.az.us/cdt/slrbooks.htm, 7/13/05]

Criteria for Periodicals

· How many subscriptions for which audiences: browsing and research. Many people who don’t read books read magazines and newspapers.
· How long to keep paper copies: overlap with online databases; frequency of use.
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