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Teaching Aid – Library Building #8

Physical Facilities and Recommendations on Furniture and Equipment for Children

In 1994, the New York Library Association published The Key to the Future: Revised Minimum Standards for Youth Services in Public Libraries in New York State written by a committee of children’s specialists.  Many of the standards included in the 1994 title are still relevant today.

Physical Facilities

Standard # 32: The children’s area should have specialized furniture and equipment suitable for use by children.

· While libraries are aware of their responsibilities to those with physical disabilities under the Americans with Disabilities Act, they must also be aware of the special physical needs of all children using their facilities.

· Libraries offering services for babies and toddlers should provide changing tables in restrooms.  All librarians should provide child-size furniture, shelving and bathroom fixtures in the children’s area.  A child-safe environment will include proper electrical fittings, furniture which has softened or rounded surfaces, and doors which can be opened by the youngest independent users.

· All libraries should provide separate shelving and seating areas for children.  Where finances and space permit, specialized equipment should be provided, e.g., carpeting or cushions for seating, separate age-appropriate areas for preschoolers and parents, and quiet study spaces for older students.

· A separate room for children’s programs and meetings should be provided if possible.  In facilities which share meeting space, special provision for children’s programs should be made, such as smaller chairs or cushions for seating.

· The library staff should be able to easily monitor the safety of children from their workstations.  Clear sight-lines or supplementary viewing devices for hidden areas are essential.  This is important for defusing disciplinary problems where children congregate or where strangers to the children’s room may cause a problem.

· Signage should clearly direct library users to the children’s area.  It should be both written and symbolic so that non-readers can easily discern its meaning.

· With the increasing traffic of very young children in the library, other architectural safety design issues must be kept in mind.  Potential safety hazards include steep stairs, high or narrow banisters, low railings, high drinking fountains, equipment such as security gates, table corners, etc., at child’s neck or eye levels, slippery floors, and more.  Children’s librarians should be consulted at every stage of design or redesign for the children’s area to insure a child-safe environment.

Recommendations on Furniture and Equipment for Children

· Library and school supply and furniture catalogs routinely offer tables in heights ranging from 25” up, with matching chairs.  At least some of the tables in the children’s areas should be in this short range, with some regular “adult-sized” tables for older children.

· Shelving and display furniture come in a variety of sizes and configurations.

· The children’s room design should make allowance for the large formats used in picture book collections.  Shelving for picture books should be at least 12” deep and allow for at least 14” in height.  

· Small format books and board books can also be displayed or shelved on “standard” shelving.

· Overall stack height in the picture book area should be in the 42” range so that young readers may select books themselves.

· Standard shelving for the remainder of the collection (allowing for 9” tall books) is sufficient, but it is recommended that they be no more than 60” high, again to allow for ease of access by young readers.

· Special display furniture may include the following: paperback and magazine shelving, cassette, video, DVD or CD racks, software display units, picture book display tables, or other specialty display furniture.  Allowance should be made for both shorter browsers and for the larger formats of picture and oversized books.

· Bulletin boards, standard signage, and display cases should be easily visible to children.  Signage should be designed using clear, simple fonts, and where possible, symbols to facilitate understanding.

· Storage should also be planned in the children’s area for seasonal storage for materials most in demand at particular times of the year and also props, puppets, craft materials, etc.
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