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Library Collection Storage. This material was originally created by Earl Siems and Linda Demmers, and

recently updated by Edward Dean, AlA. The publication is provided through the Libris Design Project
[http:/Avww librisdesign.org], supported by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services under the
provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act, administered in California by the State Librarian. Any
use of this material should credit the authors and funding source.
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One of the most critical decisions to be made in planning for shelving is the height of the stack
unit. The height of the unit will determine the number of shelves per unit, which, in turn, will
determine the capacity for each unit and the number of units required to house the planned

collections.

Manufacturers offer shelving units in various heights. The most common standard heights are
427,66, 78>, 84” or 90” high. This height refers to the height of the vertical (upright) component
of the shelving unit. Units hold from two to seven shelves per side for storing collections. Other
non-standard heights including 367, 45” and 60” are also available. Frequently 60 high units are
substituted for 66” high units to exempt the units from the seismic requirements in the State of

California which refer specifically to units over 60”. (See Section 5)

The height of the shelving selected will depend on the type of material housed. Younger
children’s materials are typically shelved on 42” and 66> high units and adult and young adult
materials are typically housed on higher units. The shelving height selected will vary from library
to library and often depend on the requirements for supervision of a particular area with shelving
over 66” high blocking sight lines. In specific cases accessibility requirements will affect the

height of the shelving selected.

Recommended
Volume Type Unit Height
Reference 66”
Reference (High and Low) 427/90”
Adult Fiction 90”
Adult Non-Fiction 90~
Children’s Picture Books 42”
Easy Readers 42>
Juvenile Fiction/Non-Fiction 66”
Young Adult 66”
Large Print 667/78”
Current Periodicals 457/66”

Table 4. Recommended Shelving Height for Common Print Collections
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Capacity Schedule for Common Print Materials
Recommended Volumes Per
Volume Type Nominal Depth | Linear Foot of Shelf
Encyclopedias 127 6
Legal 127 7
Medical 12» 5
Public Documents 12” 5
Reference & Ready Reference 127 6
Technical & Scientific 127 6
Telephone Books 127 5
Textbooks 12” 8
Fiction 10” 8
Careers 10” 6
Civil Service 12” 10
Classics 107 8
Genealogy 127 12
Large Print 10” 8
Literacy 107 24
Local History 12” 8
Non-Fiction (Adult & Juvenile) 127 10
Paperbacks 810107 16
Spanish Language Fiction 107 17
Spanish Language Non-Fiction 10” 8
Cliff Notes 10” 35
Young Adult 10” 12
Young Adult Paperbacks 8to 107 16

Table 3. Capacity Schedule for Common Print Materials
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