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Public Library Governance

Legal Structure and Organization of New York’s Public Libraries

Assemble and review the critical documents:

· Critical Documents List: Teaching Aid #1; 

The Library as a Corporation

· The Charter

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/charter/index.html#IOrigins
· The Library as an educational corporation

http://www.counsel.nysed.gov/pamphlet9/home.html
· The role of the Board of Regents



http://www.regents.nysed.gov/
· Authority & Responsibilities

http://usny.nysed.gov/aboutusny.html
· Powers of the Commissioner of Education

· Provisional vs. Permanent Charters    http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/charter/index.html
· What to look for:

· Library type

· Area served

· Appointment/election of trustees

· Trustee vacancies

· Tax exempt status

· Registration of Public Libraries
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/register/applreg.htm
Types of Libraries

· Teaching Aid #2

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/charter/index.html#IOrigins
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/libs/pldtools/index.html
· Public vs. Association Libraries

· Association

· Private not-for-profit status

· History & Methods of organization

· Applicable laws

· Non-applicable laws

· Voting and taxes

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/libs/sdtaxes.htm
· Municipal

· Establishment

· “Public” aspects

· Relationship with municipality/governing authority

· Board membership

· Budget development, presentation & independence

· School District 

· Establishment

· “Public” aspects

· Legal structure & independence from school district

· Voting, Taxes & Trustee Elections

· Special District

· Establishment & definition of special district

· “Public” aspects

· Applicable laws

· Voting, Taxes & Trustee Elections

Governing Law

· McKinney’s Laws of New York

· Public Library Law in New York State

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/publaw/
· Education Law

· Section 226 - Powers and duties of trustees

· Section 253 - Definition of a public library

· Section 254 - Standards of library service

· Section 255 - Establishment of a library

· Ed Law 259 - Taxation

· Ed Law 260 - Powers of trustees

· Section 272 - Library Systems

· Commissioner’s Regulations

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/excerpts/
· Minimum Standards 90.2
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/excerpts/finished_regs/902.htm
· Reporting Requirements – Annual Report
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/libs/index.html#annrep2003
· Direct Access 90.3
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/excerpts/finished_regs/903.htm
· General Municipal Law

· Bidding & Procurement

· Conflicts of Interest – Article 18

· Public Libraries

· Association Libraries

· Public Officers Law

· Indemnification – Section 18

· CPLR – Confidentiality of Library Records

· Teaching Aid # 3 

· Civil Service Law

The Board of Trustees

· Resources: http://midhudson.org/trustee/main.htm
· Handbook for Library Trustees of New York State

· Trustee Duties and Responsibilities

· The Trustee as Public Servant 

· Teaching Aid #4 

· Orientation of New Trustees

· Teaching Aid #5 

· The Principle of Collective Authority

· Teaching Aid #6 

· Library Board Organization

· Elections & Appointments

· Charter provisions

· Appointing Authority

· Public Elections

· By-Laws

· Teaching Aid # 7

· Essential Elements

· Board Meetings

· Teaching Aid # 8

· Rules for Effective Board Meetings

· Open Meetings & FOIL

http://www.dos.state.ny.us/coog/coogwww.html
· Board/Director Relationship

· Duties & responsibilities of the Director

· Collective Authority of the Board

· Employment Agreements/Contracts

· Evaluation of Director & Board

· Managing Conflict

Library Policies

· Teaching Aid # 9 
· The Importance of Library Policies

· The need to establish rules

· Organizational 

· Operational

· Library Policy Development and Revision 

· Essential Policies & Procedures
· Board Policies

· Operational Policies

· Collection Management/Intellectual Freedom Policies

· Facilities & Emergency Policies

· Personnel Policies

· Miscellaneous

· Ethics and the Public Library

· Teaching Aids # 10 & 11

· Conflicts of Interest

· Public Officers Law

· Association Library Issues

The Library Network in New York State

· Teaching Aid # 12

· http://www.nysed.gov/
· Powers of the Commissioner
· SED Organizational structure
· Departments
· Regulations of the Commissioner
· Opinions of the Commissioner
· The State Library and Division of Library Development

· Office of Cultural Education

· The State Librarian

· The State Library

· Divisions & Departments

· Public Library Support Services

· LBPH

· ILL

· Division of Library Development

· Organization

· Public Library Services

· Consultants

· NOVEL

· Public Library Systems

· Legal History & Structure

· Typical Services

· Finances

· School and 3Rs Systems

· History & Cooperative services

· The National Library Network

· ALA

· ALTA

· IMLS

· Library of Congress

Contemporary Issues:

· Public Voting – Budgets & Trustees

· Association Libraries 

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/libs/sdtaxes.htm
· Special School District meetings

· Chapter 414

· Election of Trustees

· Public Library Districts

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/libs/pldtools/index.html
· Statewide Legislative Initiatives

· The Regents’ Commission Recommendations

      http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/rcols/
· New Century Libraries: http://www.ncl.nysed.gov/
· Novel: http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/library/novel/index.html
· Current Critical Issues

· PATRIOT Act

· CIPA & Internet Censorship
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